





[-90 bridge closures in May and July wil

Commuters crossing Lake Washington will see more freeway congestion
in May and July as construction crews tear out and replace cracked steel
bridge joints on the 1-90 floating bridge.

From May 4-23, Bellevue to Seattle commuters will see heavier traffic
when the Washington State Department of Transportation closes the
1-90 express lanes for the work.

In July, crews start a second phase of work and will close the 1-90
westbound mainline lanes from July 5-28. This closure will funnel
all westbound traffic going to Seattle into the two express lanes and
potentially cause long backups on the Eastside.

For drivers who work in Bellevue, the construction congestion could add
up to 30-minute delays to the typical evening commute back into Seattle.
Backups also are expected on 1-405, SR 520 and SR 522 as drivers
seek alternate routes.

How to avoid delays:
* Plan ahead and leave extra time for expected backups.
« Join a carpool or vanpool or bike to work. * See page 1 to learn how
to earn up to $400 for joining a new vanpool!
» Explore ways to telecommute or flex your schedule to off-peak hours.

For help planning an alternative commute during the closures, stop by
Commuter Connection at the Rider Services Building at the Bellevue
Transit Center from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday.

To learn more about the 1-90 floating bridge repairs, go to:
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/I90/HomerHadleyBridgeRepair

cause commute delays

The massive steel 1-90 expansion joints allow the
bridge to move with changing water levels and
wind. Now it’s time to replace them.

ZIp to your next meeting in a Zipcar

When was the last time your company car paid for its own gas? Zipcar brings this and many other benefits of car
sharing to the downtown Bellevue business community. With a low hourly rate that includes gas, insurance and 180-
miles per day, companies can reduce time and costs attributed to mileage reimbursement, eliminate fixed fleet costs
and encourage non-drive alone commutes among employees. That’s good news for the bottom line. To learn more
about business or individual memberships, visit: www.zipcar.com/business.

Zipcar works for individuals too, with a variety of plans to match your driving frequency. If you've been thinking about
going carless or reducing the number of vehicles

you own, car sharing makes it simple. With over
230 cars in the Seattle area, chances are there’s
one close to where you live.

Once you become a Zipcar member, either on

your own or as part of your company’s Zipcar for
Business account, simply reserve a car online, drive
and return it when you’re done. You can reserve a
variety of vehicles to suit your mood or travel needs
including hybrids, pickup trucks and MINI Cooper
convertibles.

Sign up for an individual membership by May 15
and Zipcar will waive the application fee — a $25
savings. To receive this promotion, visit:
www.zipcar.com/transmanage. Want a little more?
Enter promo code SEABELAPR to get $25 in
driving credit good for use within 30 days of joining.



Employers can get “smart” with ORCA

ORCA will soon be the new fare payment system for transit, ferry and vanpool users in the central Puget Sound region.
Featuring smart card technology, the system will introduce a variety of unique tools to simplify the administration of
employer-provided commute benefits. Whether you already have a benefits program in place or you're interested in
learning what it takes to get started, ORCA has options that will make it easy to get on board.

To discover how ORCA impacts your company and its employees, join us for an ORCA 101 workshop at 2 p.m. on
Wednesday, June 17 or Thursday, June 18. Please RSVP or send additional inquiries to caryn@bellevuedowntown.org

or 425.453.0644.

And for commuters...check out the table below to see how ORCA will affect you.

If you currently...

With ORCA you will...

Use a monthly or quarterly PugetPass

Acquire an ORCA card and load it monthly with a “PugetPass”; you will
still be able to purchase the current PugetPass cards for several months
during the transition.

Use an annual PugetPass

Continue to use it until the expiration date, then acquire an ORCA card
and load it with the product of your choice.

Use a FlexPass

Continue to use it until the expiration date. Your employer will inform you
about their plan for providing commute benefits thereafter.

Pay with ticket books or cash

Acquire an ORCA card and load your e-purse (like a debit account) with
an amount of your choosing or continue to use cash and ticket books as
you previously have.

Receive a monthly subsidy or PugetPass
from your employer

Be informed by your employer about their plan for providing commute
benefits via the new system.

Your Commufe Resources

Commuter Connection
(425) 452-5273
locker@bicyclealliance.org

Choose Your Way Bellevue
www.chooseyourwaybellevue.org

City of Bellevue Transportation Department
425-452-7896
www.bellevuewa.gov/transportation.htm

FlexPass
(425) 453-0644
caryn@bellevuedowntown.org

King County Metro
Rider Information: (206) 553-3000
Bus Time: (206) BUS-TIME
http://transit.metrokc.gov

King County Metro Rideshare Operations
(206) 625-4500
vanpool.information@kingcounty.gov
www.rideshareonline.com

Sound Transit
(206) 398-5000
http://www.soundtransit.org
main@soundtransit.org

TransManage
(425) 990-3097
sarah@bellevuedowntown.org
www.bellevuedowntown.org/transmanage

Dear Commute Doctor,

I heard light rail is coming to Bellevue. | think
this will be a great extension of our current

transportation system. How much input does
the City of Bellevue have on route planning?

Thanks,
Excited for East Link

Dear Excited for East Link,

On February 23, 2009, the City of Bellevue picked their
preferred light rail route through downtown Bellevue. The
chosen route is an underground tunnel, which would run
west on Main Street from 112th Ave and north on 106th Ave
NE, and then east on NE 6th St underneath the city’s transit
center. Sound Transit will take into consideration both the
public and the council’s recommendations from the public
comment period and voice their own preferred route in
April, for the East Link Light Rail system. The Sound Transit
Board will make an ultimate decision in mid-2010.

To learn more about the preferred route, go to:
www.ci.bellevue.wa.us/council-picks-light-rail-route.htm

IHaveXalbunninglcemmutelaliestion
Consult the Commute Doctor!

Submit your Commute Doctor questions to:
jordan@bellevuedowntown.org



